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Artist’s Statement: Leaving Eden

In the series I call Leaving Eden, I am using the story of Original Sin as a point of departure.  My interest in the story of Adam and Eve focuses around the figure of Eve, her actions1, 
and her emotional responses to the consequences that follow2.  It should be noted that I look at Eve as an “everyman” character; as a representative of the experience of being human.  
Having worked with this idea for several years, I have noticed my opinions have shifted over time.  At the start, I was fascinated by the story as a narrative and critical about the 
punishment doled out to Adam and Eve.  I approached the story in an empathetic way, siding with Eve.  Now I approach the narrative from a more objective and generalized position, 
looking at how all actions have consequences and the reality of one’s actions do extend beyond oneself.  I have come to a place where I see this story less as one of abandonment and 
more as a metaphor for learning, change and growth, as well as the intense emotional struggles and potential empowerment that come with this challenging territory.  I am looking at 
Eve’s story as a larger metaphor for the way learning, change and growth can be experienced.  I believe we are all on this continuum to greater or lesser degrees throughout our lives.  
We all get in touch with the hard God that is experience. 

In this series I have included three paintings of Eve in human form, and paintings of horses that I created as an embodiment of Eve’s emotional response to the changes that befall her.  
Horses, like all animals, clearly broadcast what they are feeling physically.  To me, these gestures are like distilled emotions.  In this sense, they are an ideal vehicle to speak about 
primitive urges, unconscious thoughts/wishes or operatic emotion.  The three Eve’s, as they are grouped together, speak to each other through their gestures and echo each other 
compositionally.  There is a sense of time passing in contemplation and experimentation (the change of dress, the change of position).  I intend the paintings of the horses to depict Eve’s 
varied emotional reactions, as if these gestures are illustrations of Eve’s internal world of feelings and urges.  Each gesture can be interpreted as being positive or negative, reflecting my 
own complex responses to learning, change and growth.  For example, in the painting Leaving Eden: Vertigo (page 9), we see a rolling horse.  The animal is regarding the viewer 
with a rolling eye, it’s lip is caught on it’s knee, leg’s flailing and mane flying.  The gesture can be seen as an accident, as horse play, or as symptomatic of something more ominous.  
It creates a narrative for the viewer to imagine what happened just before this moment, and what will happen next.  The painting Leaving Eden: the horse I rode in on (page 8), begs 
the question of who is in control, who is having more fun, who has the upper hand?  To draw a connection to the biblical story of Original Sin I am using gold leaf as the ground on 
which I paint, making reference to religious manuscripts and illuminations.  To me, the gold leaf also brings with it a glowing quality that speaks about the richness that is experience.  

-Anne-Marie Kornachuk

Levon & Anne-Marie
September 2010

1  The act of eating the apple to acquire knowledge of good and evil.
2  God punishes Adam and Eve by casting them out of Eden, giving Eve to Adam, 

in order to serve Adam, and in sorrow “bring forth children” Genesis, 3:16.
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Leaving Eden: when eden was ours

oil & gold leaf on wood

28" x 80"
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Leaving Eden: if wishes were horses

oil and gold leaf on canvas

36” x 24”
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Leaving Eden: Golden
oil and gold leaf on canvas
24" x 36"

Leaving Eden: Great Expectations
oil and gold leaf on canvas

40” x 60"
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Bee Bonnet detail 
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Leaving Eden: the horse I rode in on

oil and gold leaf on canvas

60” x 40”
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Leaving Eden: Vertigo

oil and gold leaf
on wood

48” x 48”
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Leaving Eden: we don’t 
ride them anymore

oil and gold leaf
on wood

48” x 48”
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Contemplating Eve 5

oil on canvas

36” x 48”



12

Adam’s Rib

oil on canvas

36” x 48”
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Contemplating Eve 4

oil on canvas

36” x 48”
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Leaving Eden

oil and gold leaf
on wood

36” x 36”
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Leaving Eden: Exodus

oil and gold leaf on canvas

48” x 36”
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Leaving Eden: Leap

oil and gold leaf
on canvas

36” x 48”
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Leaving Eden: Blue Horse

oil and gold leaf
on canvas

36” x 48"
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Leaving Eden: Blue

oil and gold leaf
on canvas

24” x 18”
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Leaving Eden: Pretender

oil and gold leaf
on canvas

28” x 22"
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Leaving Eden: The Rainmaker

oil and gold leaf
on canvas

24” x 18”
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MILLER GALLERY

Since 1960, Miller Gallery has exhibited an 
extensive range of artists, genres, and mediums. 
Our goal is to provide exceptional choices and 
services to our visitors while putting our amazing 
artists in front of the largest possible audience. 
We represent artists who have achieved the 
highest levels of recognition in the art world 
alongside emerging talent whose work is 
breakthrough in style and technique and an 
enhancement to our collection.

In our 50 years Miller Gallery has maintained a 
reputation as one of the finest galleries in the 
United States, promoting visual arts nationwide 
through our Cincinnati location and our website; 
millergallery.com.
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